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Mochizuki: Thank you all for coming here
to the parents’ meeting at such short
notice. Various issues have arisen
regarding next year’s school trip which
our head teacher, Ms. Sato, would like to
talk about.

. Sato: Thank you, Mr. Mochizuki,

and thank you, parents, for taking the
time to attend this information session.
As you know, every year the students
spend a week in Guam. However, due to
the recent rise in the American dollar
versus the Japanese yen, the estimated
cost of this trip is 40% higher than it was
two years ago and we understand that
some families are feeling anxious about
this.

Mochizuki: Thank you, Ms. Sato.
Parents, what are your thoughts on this?
Yes, Mrs. Tanaka?

Mrs. Tanaka: I can understand the financial

Mr.

pressure that other parents are feeling
about this but, with all due respect, I
would like to ask the school to continue
to send students to Guam. It is a rare
chance for young people nowadays to see
firsthand the effects of the Second World
War and the need for peace.

Mochizuki: I see. Anyone else? Mr.
Haruta?
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Mr. Haruta: Thank you, Mr. Mochizuki.
Personally, 1 find it very hard to justify
the extra expense for this trip. Cultural
exchange is important, but not at any
cost. And surely the students don’t need
to travel abroad to learn about the need
for peace. Ms. Sato, as a parent, I really
want you to reconsider this trip.

Ms. Sato: Thank you for your
comments. Based on what I have heard,
I will recommend that a more affordable
destination be chosen for the school trip.
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