Unit 17　第5問
記事からプレゼン用資料を作成する

Using some reports, you are going to take part in an English oral presentation contest.  Read the following essay of an American exchange student in preparation for your talk.


     When I was staying in Japan as an exchange student, people often said to me, “What is your blood type?”  When I answered “I don’t know,” they stared at me, saying “Really, why not?”  Surprisingly, almost everyone in Japan seems to know their own blood type.  For them, the key to their personality lies not in their stars but their blood type.  Is it more like our horoscope?  I became very curious and did some research.
     A scientist discovered the ABO blood type classification in 1900 in Austria.  It was one of the greatest advances in medical history because it enabled blood transfusions along with other blood classifications.  Before and during World War II, however, this useful discovery was utilized by the Nazis to claim their superiority over other peoples.  In 1927 a Japanese psychologist released a report on the relationship between blood types and personalities.  Around then, the militarist government used it to breed better soldiers.  Eventually, it faded in the 1930s because its unscientific basis became evident.
     However, in Japan, the blood type personality classification was revived in the 1970s.  A broadcaster with no medical background published a book.  The broadcaster’s son supported it, saying “A, B, and O blood classification is an effective, common indicator that can judge human beings regardless of race and religion.”  Thus, TV programs frequently introduced the blood type personality and it spread all over Japan, and even influenced Korea and Taiwan.
     About 40 percent of Japanese are said to be type A, 30 percent are O, 20 percent are B, and 10 percent are AB.  One is supposedly a perfectionist and another is sociable, generous, or complex.  Do you believe in such a classification?  Of course, everyone has little bits of each personality.  Suppose if you are type O, and people tell you, “You are active,” then you feel like you have to be that way.  You may unconsciously apply it to yourself.  If things go well, it might not be so bad.  There must be some effects like other fortunetelling if you take it positively.
     A fortuneteller wrote, “People want to find a rule in everything, including personality, because that makes things more predictable, and they feel more secure.”  The classification created a lot of economic activities.  Not many people seriously believe in such stereotypical ideas.  However, there were cases when it was used to assign jobs, promote people, match couples, bully schoolchildren, and so forth.
     Finally, in 2004, the BPO (the Broadcasting Ethics and Program Improvement Organization) issued a statement requesting not to promote “the view that a person’s personality is defined by their blood type.”  The statement also said, “Adults may laugh off blood type judgments as ‘fun,’ but this is not always the case with children.”
     Even today the blood type personality classification seems to be common in Japanese society.  Because many TV programs and books spread it from the 1970s to the early 2000s, there are still many people who believe in the relationship between blood type and personality.  This has become a social issue since the 2000s.  However, not many Japanese people seem to realize this can be discrimination if a person is viewed negatively based on something a person cannot choose. 
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TV programs began to stop using the idea.
	The exchange student knows that the concept of blood type personality:
・is not broadcast on TV anymore.
・can be a cause of discrimination.
・  7  



問1　Which is the best title for your presentation?    1  
History of Blood Type Classification
Japanese Belief in Blood Type Personalities 
Horoscopes and Blood Types
Stereotypes and Fortunetelling


問2　Which is the best combination for the Who’s When? slide?    2  ②　1920s：government
1970s：broadcaster
2020s：fortuneteller
①　1900s：scientist
1970s：government
2000s：broadcaster 2000s：broadcaster


 
④　1900s：scientist
1920s：government
1970s：broadcaster
③　1900s：student
1920s：fortuneteller
2000s：BOP






問3　Choose four out of the five events in the order they happened to complete the Time Line slide.    3   ～   6  
1 The classification turned out to be false.
2 The Nazis and Japanese military utilized the theory.
3 Japanese people do not believe in the theory at all.
4 A scientist discovered the types of blood.
5 An incorrect theory spread wide and deep.


問4　Complete the Situation Now slide with the most appropriate comment.    7  
1 is not dealt with in books or magazines
2 is still believed by some Japanese people
3 is not so bad if you judge people appropriately
4 has nothing to do with establishing stereotypes
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