Unit 23　第6問 B
論説文を読み取る

You are going to introduce an article about the influence of Japanese pop culture in  current Chinese society.  It was written by a young Japanese person who lived in China for a long time.


     Nowadays, manga and anime represent Japan’s soft power.  These two fields developed rapidly after World War II and produced many masterpieces.  Today, made-in-Japan manga and anime have been gaining popularity around the world.  In 2006 the Japanese government decided to use such pop culture as a major diplomatic tool.  In 2010, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) established the “Cool Japan Strategy” to promote the presence of Japan through soft power.  It seemed to succeed in creating a Japanese boom overseas.  In fact, as well as the Japanese food boom, Japanese subcultures are now booming in many parts of the world, and China is no exception.  
     In 1980, China’s state-run television station aired Astro Boy as the first overseas animated series.  The adorable robot, a symbol of peace, soon became very popular.  With China’s opening-up policy, a variety of animations were broadcast to Chinese viewers.  In particular, The Young Monk Ikkyu, Doraemon, and Slam Dunk were extremely popular.  The generation that grew up watching these anime had a better image of Japan.  Many of them were fascinated by Japanese life and society they saw in the anime world. 
     In the 2000s, the number of Japanese anime broadcast in China doubled.  Anime such as Naruto, One Piece, and Detective Conan became highly popular.  Many young people started studying Japanese language and visited Japan and the locations of those anime.  In 2016, Your Name gained the top of the box office ranking of Japanese films in China, which came to approximately 9.2 billion yen (576 million yuan), and the record has not been broken yet.  It became the only Japanese film to be ranked in the top 25 among many international and Hollywood films.  In 2018, Studio Ghibli’s My neighbor Totoro was screened for the first time, 
30 years after it was first shown in Japan.  In 2019, Spirited Away also was shown in China, after 18 years.  It earned the third biggest box-office ever.  They drove the Japanese film boom in China again. 
     As you can see, Japanese movies, especially Japanese animations, have been extremely popular for about 40 years since 1980.  A wide range of generations has grown up with the Japanese subculture.  Many of these generations have a positive impression of Japan and try understanding the country better.  By visiting Japan, they learn about Japanese culture, morality, environment, hospitality, etc., and return home with that knowledge.  The Japanese media tends to focus on the bad behavior of Chinese tourists and the phenomenon of “binge shopping.”  However, this is a one-sided view.  There are fans of Japan through its subculture.  Knowing these facts is significant for mutual understanding.


問1　You are creating a table according to the article.  What should you put in the blanks?
  1  
Ranking of Japanese animation in China
	Rank
	Title
	Screening Year
	Box Office
Revenue (Yuan)

	1st
	( A )
	( B )
	576 million

	2nd
	Stand By Me, Doraemon 2
	2015
	530 million

	3rd
	( C )
	2019
	488 million

	
	
	
	

	6th
	Detective Conan: The Fist of Blue Sapphire
	2019
	232 million

	
	
	
	

	9th
	One Piece: Stampede
	2019
	205 million

	10th
	( D )
	2018
	173 million


①　(A)　My Neighbor Totoro	(B)　2018
(C)　Your Name		(D)  Spirited Away

②　(A)　Spirited Away		(B)　2019
(C)　The Young Monk Ikkyu	(D)  Slam Dunk

③　(A)　Your Name		(B)　2016
(C)　Spirited Away		(D)　My Neighbor Totoro

④　(A)　Slam Dunk		(B)　1998
(C)　Your Name		(D)　Naruto


問2　According to the article you read, which of the following are true?  (Choose two options.  The order does not matter.)	    2      3  
1 Some generations of Chinese people like Japanese anime very much.
2 Manga and anime are not defined as soft power of a nation.
3 Japanese animation in China started from Tetsuwan Atom or Astro Boy.
4 Japanese subcultures have not been accepted in China.
5 Many Chinese people visited the famous places mentioned in Japanese novels.


問3　To describe the author’s position, which of the following is most appropriate?    4  
1 Thanks to the Japanese government, anime become a soft power.
2 China’s opening-up policy enabled the people to televise manga. 
3 Knowing the facts would help people understand others better.
4 Some Japanese anime were shown earlier in China than in Japan.
