Unit 22　第6問 B
論説文を読み取る

You are studying NIE (Newspaper in Education) in social science class.  You are going to introduce the following news article.


Space travel has finally begun?
Blue Origin completed the first human flight with four citizens onboard.
     
     Blue Origin, a company created by the founder of Amazon, Jeff Bezos, began traveling to and from space using its own rocket.  On July 20, 2021, four people, including Bezos, boarded the rocket and enjoyed weightlessness.  Two of them were an 18-year-old man and an 82-year-“young” woman.  They all officially became astronauts when they passed the Kármán Line.  It is an imaginary boundary set 100 kilometers above sea level.
     What is a space trip like?  It is more like a reverse bungee jump, using a rocket.  Passengers ride in a capsule at the end of the rocket.  In three minutes the capsule separates from the rocket and reaches an altitude of over 100 kilometers, where the passengers can be weightless.  Then, they can unbuckle their seatbelts, float around the ship, and see the round blue earth through the windows.  After that, the capsule lands in a desert area by parachute.  The round trip takes about ten minutes.  The rocket itself returns automatically right after detaching the capsule.
     The U.S. media estimates that this space trip would cost $200,000 to $300,000 (22 million to 33 million yen) per seat.  The price is incredibly high.  This time an auction winner who got a seat decided not to use the ticket, and the 18-year-old man, who became the youngest astronaut in history, received the position instead.
     Besides Blue Origin, there are a few other aerospace companies.  Virgin Galactic sold seats on its airplane-shaped spacecraft for $250,000 per seat.  Full-scale flights will start next year, but the price has been raised to $450,000 because of its growing popularity.
     Recently, millionaires have visited the International Space Station, but it used to require billions of yen and several months of training to be an astronaut.  However, this kind of flight costs less and training is minimal.  Of course, this space trip for a short period is still extremely expensive, but you will be able to stay in space with much less money and training. 
[image: ]     Think about an overseas trip 100 years ago.  It used to be very expensive, but it has become cheaper with larger planes and more passengers.  Nowadays you can enjoy going abroad.  An 82-year-old woman was aboard the first flight of Blue Origin, making her the oldest astronaut ever.  It won’t matter how old you are, as long as you are healthy.  It is said that once the spacecraft is launched, it goes into freefall.  So, there is no need to pilot it.  In the near future traveling in space will become cheaper and easier so that more people can enjoy it.  
問1　You are organizing the information you have just studied.  How should you order it?
  1  
①　launching the rocket
　　↓
　separating the capsule
　　↓
　flying over the Kármán Line
　　↓
　landing by parachute

②　flying over the Kármán Line
　　↓
　separating the capsule
　　↓
　launching the rocket
　　↓
　landing by parachute

③　flying over the Kármán Line
　　↓
　separating the capsule
　　↓
　landing by parachute
　　↓
　returning the rocket  

④　returning the rocket 
　　↓
　separating the capsule
　　↓
　flying over the Kármán Line
　　↓
　landing by parachute 


問2　According to the article you read, which of the following are true?  (Choose two options.  The order does not matter.)	    2      3  
1 You can see the Kármán Line 100 kilometers above sea level.
2 The rocket disappears in the atmosphere later.
3 If you pay a lot, you need no training for this kind of flight.
4 Over the Kármán Line, passengers become weightless.
5 Blue Origin is one of a few aerospace companies in the world.

問3　To describe the author’s position, which of the following is most appropriate?    4  
1 If I were wealthy enough, I could realize such a space trip.
2 Space travel is too expensive today, but time will change the situation. 
3 There are some opportunities for you to enjoy weightlessness on earth.
4 The day will come when anyone can travel abroad at a lower price.
image1.png
£

st 1 G 6
8

Earth




